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❖ Beloved follows the story of a 
mother who tried to shield her 
children from a life of slavery by 
committing infanticide. 
❖ Beloved suggests that if the U.S 
government encourages the growth 
of one race at the expense of 
another, a true commitment to the 
general welfare and liberty of its 
citizens will never be achieved.
❖ The US govt. should focus on 
protecting prosperity, extinguishing 
conditional social assistance, and 
preserving the individuality of 
every single person. 
Toni Morrison wrote Beloved in 1987. 
Brian Finney recalls how Sethe’s “action 
implicitly judges the life of a slave to be a 






Her novel gained 
national attention 
and received the 
Pulitzer Prize for 
Fiction in 1988.
“‘Those white things have taken all I had or 
dreamed,’ she said, ‘and broke my heartstrings too. 
There is no bad luck in the world but whitefolks.’" - 
Baby Suggs (Morrison 104-105). 
“‘How long was you at Sweet 
Home?’ ‘Ten year, I believe.’ 
‘Ever go hungry?’ ‘No, sir.’ 
‘Cold?’ ‘No, sir.’ ‘Anybody lay a 
hand on you?’ ‘No, sir.’ ‘Did I let 
Halle buy you or not?’ ‘Yes, sir, 
you did,’ she said, thinking, But 
you got my boy and I'm all broke 
down. You be renting him out to 
pay for me way after I'm gone to 
Glory.” - Baby Suggs (Morrison 
172).
Zamalin examines how “social assistance 
… contingent upon … normative moral 
standards reinforces marginalization, 
whereas unconditional … assistance has 
a greater potential to mitigate it” (2).
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